
Geological Era Brochure

Create a brochure that could be used to inform someone about the four major 
geological eras. You must use at least three sources (books, internet, magazines) for 
each era, and one of these sources must be a library book. You may not use your 
textbook.

Earthʼs history is divided into four eras (Precambrian, Paleozoic, Mesozoic and the 
cenozoic). For each era please include the following information:

The range and duration of the era
A description of the dominant life forms found in the era
A detailed description of at least three organisms that first appeared in this era
Major events or changes that affected Earth, its climate or living things
Pictures from the internet of at least four organisms. One of these pictures must 
represent a photosynthetic organism and one picture that represents what the 
environment may have looked like.

The title section of your brochure must include your name, a title and a picture.
Donʼt forget to include a high quality geologic timeline graphic.

You will be graded on the accuracy of the content, appearance and organization of the 
brochure, spelling, punctuation and grammar, and graphics. No points will be given 
for work that is plagiarized. All text must be in your own words!

Category 10 7 5 1

Content/
Accuracy

All of the facts in 
the brochure are 
accurate, clear 
and complete. 
Content is in 
studentʼs words.  
Content is in the 
correct order by 
geological eras.

Most facts are 
accurate and 
content is 
complete. 
Content is in 
studentʼs words.  
Some 
information is 
missing. Content 
is in the correct 
order by 
geological eras.

Facts are mostly 
accurate and 
content is mostly 
complete. Some 
content may not 
be in studentʼs 
words. Content 
is not always 
accurate or clear 
and is 
incomplete.  
Content is not  in 
the correct order 
by geological 
eras.

Little effort was 
made to be 
accurate or 
information was 
incomplete. 
Geological eras 
are not in order.



Category 10 7 5 1

ELA 
Conventions

There are no 
errors in spelling, 
grammar, 
punctuation and 
capitalization. 
(ELA 
conventions)Sent
ences are clear 
and make sense.  

No more than 1 
error in ELA 
conventions.  
Sentences are 
clear and make 
sense.  

No more than 3 
errors in ELA 
conventions.  
Sentences are 
somewhat clear. 

There are 
several errors in 
ELA 
conventions.  
Sentences donʼt 
make sense. 

Graphics/
Pictures

Graphics are 
appropriate/fit 
the text. Student 
included a high 
quality geologic 
timeline 
graphic.

Graphics 
somewhat fit the 
text.  Or, there 
are too few or 
too  many 
graphics.

Graphics fit the 
text but there are 
too few. (A total 
of 4 pictures.)

Graphics do not 
represent the 
text or are 
randomly 
chosen.  Or, no 
graphics were 
used.

Attractiveness 
& Organization

The brochure is 
very attractive 
format and 
information is 
exceptionally 
well organized.

The brochure is 
attractive and 
information is 
well organized. 

Some effort was 
made to 
organize the 
information and 
make the 
brochure 
attractive.

The formatting 
and organization 
of information is 
confusing to the 
reader.  No effort 
was made to 
make an 
attractive 
brochure.

Title Section

Title section 
includes 
studentʼs name, 
title and a 
picture.

Title section is 
missing one of 
the 
requirements.

Title section is 
missing two of 
the 
requirements.

Title section is 
missing. 

Sources

At least three 
sources are 
accurately cited 
in the reference 
section. 

Two sources are 
accurately cited 
in the reference 
section. 

One source is  
cited in the 
reference 
section. 

Sources are not 
cited.


